During the Birmingham City Council Meeting on
April 30th, 2019, the City Council voted on the following
items:
1. An Ordinance “TO FURTHER AMEND THE CAPITAL FUND BUDGET” for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2019, by transferring $13,796.59 from Powderly Library
Improvements, $2,333.05 from Library Repairs and Improvements, $10,600.70
from Library Renovations and appropriating $26,730.34 to Wylam Library.
Was this item approved? Yes
What does this mean?
The Council has passed the final funding needed for the construction of the new
$1.6 Million Wylam Branch Public Library.
The old, 2,000 square foot building will be replaced with a 6,000 square foot
building. The new library is slated to open in January 2020. Demolition is
expected to start in May.

Next Steps: For more information, please contact the Office of the City Council
at 205.254.2294
Refer to council agenda Item 17
2. An Ordinance “TO FURTHER AMEND THE GENERAL FUND BUDGET” for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2019, by appropriating $1,882,130.00 t Non
Departmental, Transfer to Fund 102 Capital Improvement, $500,000.00 to Non
Departmental, Transfer to Fund 103 Neighborhood Revitalization Fund, “TO
FURTHER AMEND THE CAPITAL FUND BUDGET” for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2019, by appropriating $500,000.00 to Healthy Food Initiative, $550,000.00
to IMS, Mainframe Replacement, $55,000.00 to IMS, Scanning (i.e. for Municipal
court, $510,000.00 to Equipment Management, Equipment (i.e. to purchase 2
Street Sweepers), $267,130.00 to City Council Chamber Renovation; and “TO
FURTHER AMEND THE NEIGHBORHOD REVITALIZATION FUND BUDGET” for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2019, by appropriating $500,000.00 to Healthy Food
Initiative.
Was this item approved? Yes.
What does this mean?
Mayor Randall Woodfin’s Department of Innovation and Economic Opportunity
is working to introduce an Ordinance that attempts to alleviate the the issue of
access to healthy food in food deserts by limiting the development of new Dollar
Stores.
The proposed would establish a “healthy food overlay district” that would
create a new set of rules for farmers markets and mobile grocers, including
increasing the number of days farmers markets could be open per year from 78
to 156 and loosening restrictions on mobile grocery stores — motorized vehicles
or trailers from which food items are sold. It also would allow for community
gardens within the overlay district to sell produce on-site.
The $500,000 passed by the Council for the Healthy Foods Fund will offset the
costs of opening stores in areas of the City that have been designated by the
USDA as food deserts. There are 149,000 Birmingham residents living in food
deserts, and this funding, as well as the proposed Ordinance is part of the
strategy for seriously addressing that. This funding can help reduce distribution
costs, ensure that stores can be sustained where food stamps are often used,
and help grocers bear the costs of opening a new store.
Next Steps: For more information, please contact the Office of the City Council
at 205.254.2294

Refer to council agenda Item 18
3. A Resolution expressing the Birmingham City Council’s support of Senate Bill
98 which will amend the existing crime of unlawful possession of marijuana in the
first degree to provide that a person commits the crime if he or she possesses two
or more ounces of marijuana and would prescribe new criminal penalties based
upon the prior violations.
Was this item approved? Yes
What does this mean?
Alabama State Senator Bobby has introduced Senate Bill 98, which would change
currently law to create a minimum of 2 ounces of marijuana as the standard for
possession in the first degree and making it a Class C felony, 1 to 10 years in
prison.
Singleton’s bill would also create a system of fines for marijuana possession of
less than an ounce. Under the proposal, a person charged with possessing less
than an ounce of marijuana would face a fine of $250, and the fine would double
on the third offense.
The bill also establishes a new standard for marijuana possession in the second
degree, which is based on possession of more than an ounce, but less than 2
ounces of marijuana. The charge would be considered a Class D felony, which
includes a sentencing range of 1 to 5 years, but to be served in a community
corrections facility rather than prison.
If Senate Bill 98 is signed into law, less than an ounce of marijuana becomes a
violation punishable by fine of not more than $250 for the first two offenses and
not more than $500 for the third offense and beyond. One to two ounces is a
misdemeanor, and two or more ounces is a felony.

Next Steps: For more information, please contact the Office of the City Council
at 205.254.2294
Refer to council agenda item 20
For the Full Birmingham City Council Agenda click here!
Announcements and Reminders

Friday, May 3, 2019
12:00 noon – S.E.R.V.E.D.P.L.A.Y. Day – Sun Valley Elementary School, 1010 18 Avenue
N.W. – Councilor Clinton Woods, District 1
6:00 p.m. – Huffman High School Senior Awards Banquet and Cameron Humes Pt. 2 –
Huffman High School, 950 Springville Road – Councilor Clinton Woods, District 1
th

Saturday, May 4, 2019
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – District 1 Pastor’s Breakfast – Springville Road Library, 1224
Springville Road – Councilor Clinton Woods, District 1
Monday, May 6, 2019
12:30 p.m. – Joint Parks and Recreation Committee and Special Called Committee of the
Whole Meeting - City Council Chambers
4:00 p.m. – Joint Transportation Committee and Special Called Committee of the Whole
Meeting – City Council Chambers
Tuesday, May 7, 2019
9:00 a.m. – Pre-Council Meeting – City Council Chambers; 9:30 a.m. – Council Meeting –
City Council Chambers
3:00 p.m. – Joint Public Improvements Committee and Special Called Committee of the
Whole Meeting – Conference Room “A”
3:30 p.m. – Joint Public Safety Committee and Special Called Committee of the Whole
Meeting – City Council Chambers
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
8:30 a.m. – Joint Planning and Zoning Committee and Special Called Committee of the
Whole Meeting – 5 Floor Conference Room-City Hall
th

Thursday, May 9, 2019
2:30 p.m. – Agenda Meeting – Conference Room “A”
Friday, May 10, 2019
12:00 p.m. - S.E.R.V.E.D.P.L.A.Y. Day – Smith Middle School, 1124 5 Mile Road –
Councilor Clinton Woods, District 1
Saturday, May 11, 2019
9:00 a.m. – East Side Health Fair – Northeast YMCA, 628 Red Lane Road – Councilor
Clinton Woods

Decorum - Any person making profane, slanderous, or inflammatory
remarks will be barred from the audience of the city council. (City Code s
2-2-12)
Watch Council Meetings on demand. From anywhere in the world you can log on
to www.birminghamalcitycouncil.org and click on the tab Meetings and scroll to

WATCH “Live” Council Meeting; or from the comfort of your home, tune in to
Bright House Cable Channel 340 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Central Standard Time.
The Birmingham City Council meetings are free and on demand. You are
receiving this message because you are subscribed to Birmingham City Council
Meeting Highlights on www.birminghamalcitycouncil.org. The City of
Birmingham will make reasonable accommodations to ensure that people with
disabilities have equal opportunity to enjoy all city services, programs and
activities. If accommodations are required for public meetings, please contact
Chiara Perry, Interim Director of the Birmingham City Council Public Information
Office,
with
reasonable
advance
notice
by
emailing
chiara.perry@birminghamal.gov or by calling 205-254-2036.

