MM?ILQ wustor Ol eleh (17) HAS A PASSION FOR
BLIC SERVICE, €TVIC ENGAGEMENT, AND CULTIVATING
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS, WHICH 1S WHY SHE HAS
SPENT MOST OF HER LIFE WORKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN HER HOMETOWN OF BIRMINGHAM, AL.

AN AVID SUPPORTER OF BIRMINGHAM'S 19 LIBRARIES,
ELCH HASSERVED ONTHE BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD SINCE 2002. SHE HAS SERVED AS BOARD PRESIDENT
FOUR TIMES. IN 2012, SHE RECEIVED THE AMERICAN
JLIBRARY ASSOCIATION TRUSTEE CITATION AWARD, THE
HIGHEST HONOR THAT THE ASSOCIATION OF LIBRARY
TRUSTEES, ADVOCATES, FRIENDS AND FOUNDATIONS

AWARDS ITS MEMBERS. ALSO IN 2012, THE BIRMINGHAM
CITY COUNCIL PRESENTED HER ITS OUTSTANDING CITIZENS MEDAL. ON TWO
SEPARATE OCCASIONS IN 2017, THE BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL RECOGNIZED
WELCH FOR HER COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY, FIRST NAMING HER AS
ONE OF BIRMINGHAM'S “HIDDEN FIGURES,” AND LATER SELECTING HER AS AN
HONOREE FOR ITS GALLERY OF DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS.

WELCH IS RETIRED FROM THE BIRMINGHAM BOARD OF EDUCATION AFTER
35 YEARS OF SERVICE. SHE HAS WORKED AS A SCHOOL MEDIA SPECIALIST,
ATTENDANCE/HEARING OFFICER AND EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE
SUPERINTENDENT. WHILE WORKING FOR THE SCHOOL SYSTEM AND SERVING AS
A SUPPORTIVE PARENT, WELCH WAS ACTIVE IN THE PTA, THE CUB SCOUTS, AND
THE LITERACY COUNCIL OF CENTRAL ALABAMA. WHEN THERE WERE NO MALES
AVAILABLE TO LEAD HER SON'S CUB SCOUTS IN THE 1970S, WELCH SERVED AS THE
CUB SCOUT DEN LEADER. WHEN THE LITERACY COUNCIL OF CENTRAL ALABAMA
NEEDED VOLUNTEERS, WELCH STEPPED UP TO READ WEEKLY IN THE COUNCIL'S
PARTNERS IN READING PROGRAM. HER VOLUNTEERISM LED HER TO REPRESENT
THE LITERACY COUNCIL AT CHILDREN'S CONFERENCES ACROSS THE STATE AND
TO RECEIVE THE COUNCIL'S “YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE AWARD.” WELCH HAS
ALSO SERVED AS A JEFFERSON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES
FOSTER PARENT; A CHARTER MEMBER AND PAST PRESIDENT OF THE BRENDA'S
BROWN BOSOM BUDDIES, WHICH IS A BREAST CANCER SUPPORT ORGANIZATION;
PRESIDENT OF THE BIRMINGHAM ARTS AND CULTURAL COMMISSION; SECRETARY
OF THE HELPING HANDS COMMUNITY HOUSING PROJECT; AND SEVERAL OTHER
COMMUNITY COMMITTEES.

WELCH IS A GRADUATE OF BIRMINGHAM'S WESTERN-OLIN HIGH SCHOOL.
SHE HAS A BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION FROM MILES
COLLEGE, A MASTER'S DEGREE IN EDUCATION AND A CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED
STUDY IN EDUCATION (AA) FROM UAB, AND A CERTIFICATION IN EDUCATIONAL
ADMINISTRATION FROM ALABAMA STATE UNIVERSITY.

SHE IS MARRIED TO ARTHUR L. WELCH, AND SHE IS THE MOTHER OF ERIC L.
WELCH GUSTER.



